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1. THIS MSG IS FOLLOW-UP ON REF IN ATTEMPT TO KEEP YOU CURRUNT

ON INVESTIGATION OF U~2 ACCIDENT AT EDWARDS AFB,

THE FOLG IS

UNOFFICIAL AND SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED CONCLUSIV‘E OR CAUSE SPECULATION
AS TO THE FINAL ANALYSIS OF THE ACCIDENT,

2. THE APPROX SCENE OF THE ACCIDENT IS 35NM NORTHWEST OF EDVARDS

AFB, IN A VERY ROUGH AND HILLY AREA,
RAIN AND POOR VISIBILITY),

BEEN FOUND,

ALMOST TOTAL DISINTEGRATION IN THE AIR,

: P
3. FOLG ARE THE GENIRAL RUNDOWN CN THE U-2 PILOT'S AND THE
EC~135 CREW'S STATEMENTS:

- A,

HOOKUP WAS 4 PRACTICE EMERGENCY BREAKAWAY CALLED BY THE (-2

RELEASING GRFICER
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DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER {srow,
~ awel, one
ONLY SHALL PORTIONS OF THE ENGINEYWING HAVE

THE WRECKAGE IS SPREAD OVER QUITE A LARGE AREA DUE TC THE

THE PILOT HAD COMPLETED NiNE DRY HOOKUPS AND THE FINAL
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PILOT AND EXECUTED SVOOTHLY. ALL MEMBERS OF THE TANKER CREW
WERE MOST COMPLIMENTARY ABOUT THE U-2 PILOT'S ABILITY FOR
INFLIGHT REFUELING. IT WAS SIGNIFICANT THAT THE PILOT WAS AELE
ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS TO EFFECTIVELY HOOKUP WITH THE TANKER WITH
NO ASSISTANCE FROM TBE BOOM OPERATOR, THIS MANEUVER IS
ACCOMPLISHED BY THE EOOM OPERATOR POSITIONING THE REFUELING
BOOM AND MAINTAINING A CONSTANT PCSITION AND THE REFUELING ACFT
MANEUVERING TO A POYINT AND AFFECTING THE HOOKUP,

B. UPOF EXECUTION OF THE PRACTICE Eunncnnqy'BnEAwaAY, THE
PILOT DROPPED DOWN AND BACK OF THE TANKER IN THE PROPER POSITION
MOVED TO THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE TANKER APPROXIMATELY 200 FEET AND
PULLED UP FORWARD OF THE TANKER WING EVEN WITH THE COCKPIT. HE
WAS THEN PLYING A LOOSE FORMATION AND PASSING COMMENTS WITH THE
TANKER CREW AND WAVED AS HE THEN EXECUTED HIS DEPARTURE
MANEUVER, ALL TESTIMONY AT THIS POINT BY BOTH THE PILOT AND
THE TANKER CREW DENIES ANY POSSIBILITY THAT THE U-2 WAS EVER

SUBJECTED TO JET WASH OR WING WASH FROM THE TANKER ACFT. HE
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FURTHER DENIED THAT "HE BREAKAWAY MANEUVER WAS VIOLENT IN ANY
WAY. THE SPEED OF THE RECEIVER I FORMATION WAS APPROX 210
ENOUTS INDICATED AIR ;pggp AT 35,00 FEET,

C, AT APPROX 210 KXOTS THE PILOT EXECUTED A PULL UP FROK
THE TANKER AND A RIGHT TURN WHICH PROBABLY PUT HIM IN AN ATTiTUDE
OF APPROXIMATELY 20° CLIMB ANGLE AT 20 TO 25° BANK ANGLE. THIS
MANEUVER APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN TWO MANEUVERS BEGINNING INITIALLY
WITH THE CLIMB WITH THE TURN FOLLOWING, THE INITIAL CLIMB
APPEARED TO ALL OBSERVERS TO BE PERFECTLY NORMAL AND THE
STANDARD DEPARTURE USED BY MOBT U-2 PILOTS AFTER PRACTICE
REFUELING, THE ONLY ITEM NOTED IN THE CLIMB WAS A BEGINNING
OF WHAT APPEARED TO EE A FUEL VENT OR LEAK ON THE LEFT SIDE OF
THE ACFT FORWARD OF THE TRAILING EDGE OF THE WING AND REAR OF THE
WING ROOT. THE TANKER CREW INITIALLY ASSUMED iT TO BE A NORMAL
VENT OF FUEL AND WERE NOT CONCERNED. ANY BETIER DEFINITION OF
THE FUEL LEAK WILL HAVE TO AWAIT THE INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT. AS

THE U-2 INITIATED THE RYGHT T’(XRN, TEE CO-PILOT AND THE NAVIGATOR
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WERE BOTH WATCHING EXIS ACFT AND BOTH STATED THAT THEY OBSERVED
A SEPARATION OF THE LEFT WING AT THE WING ROOT. THE ENTIRE
WING THEN APPEARED 10 FALL BACK TOWARD THE ACFT AND SEPARATED
AND DEPARTED APPARENTLY OVER THE TAIL. AT THIS POINT THE ACHT
APPEARED TO ASSUME AN ATTITUDE OF APPROXIMATELY 60° CLIMB ANGLE
AND THE RIGHT WING DISINTEGRATED. NO OBSERVATIONS WERE MADE OF
THE TAIL. HOWEVER, AT THE SAME TIME THE WING DISINTEGRATED “HE
ENTIRE ENGINE FLOATED PAST THE EC-1385, IN THE OBSERVERS TERMS
"THE ENGINE WAS BARE". THEY WERE CLOSE ENOUGH TO RE ABLE TO
IDENTIFY THEE COLOR CF THE LINER AND DISCUSSED IN DETAIL THEIR
ABILITT TO SEE LINES AND FITTINGS ON THE ENGINE, THIS APPEARED
TO BE CLOSE ENOUGH THAT THE CO-PILOT WAS INITIALLY CONCERNED
THAT IT MIGHT FALL CN THE TANKER. AT THIS POINT THE DESCRIPTION
SEEMS TO BE THAT THERE WERE ONLY TWO MAJOR PORTIONS OF THIS ACFT
OBSERVED, THE FIRST BEING THE ENTIRE LEFT WING AND THE SECOND
BEING THE ENGINE. THE CO~PILOT FELT THAT HE HAD OBSERVED THE

COCKPIT SECTION BUT WAS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY IT. THEIR AGREED
DINAT NG OFFICERS
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DISCRIPTION IS THAT THE ACFT LITERALLY CAME

ROUTINE
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OPERATIONAL] HUTWAS
INMEDIATE

INTO THOUSANDS

OF PIECES AND THEY DESCRIBED THE SCENE AS TWO MAJOR PIECES
AND THE REST OF THE ACFT APPEARED AS DEBRIS.

STAYED ON THE SCENE FIXED THEIR POSITION AND ORBITED UNTIL

RELIEVED BY HELICOPIERS,

THE TANKER CREW

ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE

DISINTEGRATION, THE BOOM OPERATOR SAW THE PILOT STILL IN THE

SEAT BUT SEPARATED FROM THE ACFT. THE PILOT DISAPPEARED FROM
THE BOOM OPERATOR's VIEW BEFORE THE CHUTE OPENED,
THE U-Z PILOT WAS PICKED UP BY HELICOPTER SHORTLY AFTER THE
ACCIDENT AND SUFFERED MINOR CUTS, SCRATCHES AND BRUISES.

2,

END OF MESSAGE
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